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This presentation considers some of the problems of access to sources and conduction 

of fieldwork in relation to the reconstruction of biographies. In particular, it focuses on the 

fragilities of oral history in Lebanon.  

The attempts of reconstructing the biography of Janine Rubeiz (died 1992), the founder 

of Dar el Fan w-el Adab (House of Art and Literature, a polyvalent cultural space active in 

Beirut between 1967 and 1975) seek to highlight the importance of Rubeiz own life in relation 

to her cultural centre. Her personal life proves relevant in the understanding of the birth of Dar 

el Fan and of the development of its cultural program. Furthermore, it helps tracing the social 

fabric and the connections of the intellectual and artistic scene of Beirut during the 1960s and 

1970s.  

Editions Dar An-Nahar published a tribute to Janine Rubeiz and Dar El Fan in 2003, 

collecting a number of homages in memory of Janine and the place she founded. While this 

composes an important source, it also requires critical reflection. The research thus largely 

relies on archival material such as newspaper articles, obituaries, memorials, and oral history. 

Through the analysis of the first findings of the fieldwork in Beirut (February 2022-ongoing), 

which includes an interview with Rubeiz’s daughter Nadine Majdalani Begdache and attempts 

of approaching family members and friends of Janine Rubeiz, complexities and intrinsic issues 

have emerged in relation to the sources of oral history and its associated practice.  

The presentation aims at discussing the ethical implications of oral data collection in 

relation to audience and context. It sheds a light on the difficulties we encounter when an 

elderly audience is involved, especially that with a familial bond. It also observes how this 

intersects with the delicate historical and political context they have lived through and the 

impact of its remembrance. Questions and debates are opened in order to re-think 

methodologies and approaches to interact with fragile communities in the preservation and re-

reading of their own memory.  
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